[Influence of medical treatments on the functional status in patients with chronic cardiac insufficiency].
The discordance frequently observed between the hemodynamic effects of treatment and change in functional status may be explained by the fact that symptoms are related more to the circulatory changes caused by the heart failure than the heart failure itself. This is why angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors and controlled exercise training improve exercise capacity of patients with chronic cardiac failure more than inotropic agents and direct vasodilator therapy, partly because of their marked beneficial effect on regional blood flow.